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Dear Reader,
Governments, organizations and people around the world are committed to ensuring 
the rights of the child and keeping children and young people protected from harm. 
Over the years, many important promises and commitments have been made at the 
international level to give children a safe and secure childhood. All children should 
know that these promises exist and be able to refer to them when needed. 

This booklet explains the contents of one of these international commitments: the 
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, 
*OPSK�7YVZ[P[\[PVU�HUK�*OPSK�7VYUVNYHWO`��VY�[OL�67:*�MVY�ZOVY[���;OL°67:*°PZ�
important because it explains what can be done to stop sexual violence against 
JOPSKYLU�HUK�OV^�^L�JHU�OLSW�[OL�JOPSKYLU�HMMLJ[LK�°

;OL�VMÄJPHS�]LYZPVU�VM�[OL�67:*�PUJS\KLZ�THU �̀[LJOUPJHS�HUK�SLNHS�[LYTZ��MVY�L_HTWSL!�
Q\YPZKPJ[PVU�HUK�L_[YHKP[PVU���;LYTZ�[OH[�JHU�IL�KPMÄJ\S[�MVY�WLVWSL�VM�HSS�HNLZ�[V�
understand. With the support and guidance from children, we have chosen to 
include and keep many of these terms within this booklet and provide explanations. 
*OPSKYLU�[VSK�\Z�[OH[�^OPSL�[OLZL�[LYTZ�TH`�IL�KPMÄJ\S[�[V�\UKLYZ[HUK��P[�PZ�OLSWM\S�
to learn about them. For these reasons, this version of the OPSC may be best used 
by older children and young people and with the support of knowledgeable adults, 
teachers and group leaders.

If you have more questions or need to use the OPSC for legal purposes, we recommend 
[OH[�`V\�YLMLY�[V�[OL�VMÄJPHS��M\SS�SLUN[O�]LYZPVU��H�SPUR�OHZ�ILLU�WYV]PKLK�H[�[OL�LUK�
of this publication). 

In this booklet you can learn:

�࠮ What is the United Nations?
�࠮ What is a Convention and what is an Optional Protocol?
�࠮ How does the OPSC address certain forms of violence against children?
�࠮ And more helpful information.

We encourage you to widely share the information in this booklet with other 
people, especially children and young people in your family, school and 
community. We also encourage you to share the information with your online 
community. You can also start a discussion with your friends on how to 
protect yourselves. Teachers, caregivers, and organizations that are working 
[V�LUK�]PVSLUJL�^PSS�HSZV�ILULÄ[�MYVT�[OPZ�IVVRSL[��0M�`V\�^V\SK�SPRL�[V�ÄUK�
more information about this topic or would like to take action, please see 
the ‘Research and Advocacy’ section at the end of the publication. 

Do remember…

This booklet mainly talks about issues related to sexual 
]PVSLUJL��;OPZ�PUMVYTH[PVU�TH`�IL�KPMÄJ\S[�[V�YLHK�HUK�
some readers may feel sad, worried or fearful. If this is the 
case, you may wish to talk to someone about the issues 
addressed by the publication. Think about talking to someone 
`V\�[Y\Z[�HUK�^OV�JHU�Z\WWVY[�`V\�[V�ÄUK�[OL�OLSW�`V\�TH`�
need. This could be a parent, caregiver, teacher, social 
worker, a sister or brother. 

Sincerely,
 

__________________________________________
4HY[H�:HU[VZ�7HPZ��:WLJPHS�9LWYLZLU[H[P]L�VM�[OL�:LJYL[HY`�.LULYHS�VU�
Violence against Children
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Getting Started
)LMVYL�SLHYUPUN�TVYL�HIV\[�[OL�6W[PVUHS�7YV[VJVS��67:*���SL[»Z�ÄYZ[�ILNPU�I`�
understanding some main words and issues related to this document.

What are Human Rights?

Every child has the same human rights. Some of your human rights have to do 
with the basic physical needs to grow and be healthy. For example, you have 
the right to food, water, shelter and basic health care. Some of your human 
rights have to do with how other people treat you. You have the right to be 
treated with dignity and respect. Some of your rights have to do with your 
need to be cared for, to develop and be part of your communities. You have 
the right to an education, to express your own ideas and opinions, to access 
information and to participate in making decisions about issues that affect 
you. You also have the right to be protected from all forms of violence and to 
not be discriminated against because of who you are or where you come from.

What is the United Nations?

The United Nations, or ‘UN’ for short, is an international body made up of different 
parts and sections. It is a place where all the countries of the world can discuss 
problems and deal with issues that affect them. The UN has a key role in trying 
to maintain international peace and security but also deals with issues such as 
the environment, health, education, the protection of children, women, persons 
with disabilities and more. The UN takes many actions to support human rights. 
This includes developing international agreements that are called Treaties, 
Conventions and Protocols. 

What is a Convention?

A convention is a written legal agreement made by governments to guarantee 
people’s rights or to solve a particular problem. A convention lists the promises 
(also called ‘commitments’) governments have made on an issue (for example: 
to protect children’s rights). These commitments are part of international law. 

What is the Convention on the Rights of the Child?

6U����5V]LTILY�� � �[OL�<UP[LK�5H[PVUZ�.LULYHS�(ZZLTIS`�HKVW[LK�
the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. This is also known as the 
CRC. The CRC recognizes the human rights of all children, every boy and 
girl, everywhere in the world. According to the CRC, any person under the 
HNL�VM����PZ�JVUZPKLYLK�H�JOPSK��;OL�*9*�PZ�[OL�TVZ[�\UP]LYZHSS`�HJJLW[LK�
human rights convention in history.

What is Ratification?

>OLU�H�NV]LYUTLU[�ºYH[PÄLZ»�H�JVU]LU[PVU��P[�ILJVTLZ�H�SLNHS�VISPNH[PVU�
for that country to respect it. By ratifying a convention, a government 
becomes a ‘State Party’ and is saying that it promises to do the things 
outlined in the convention.
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What is an Optional Protocol?

Optional Protocols are created to complement an existing convention and 
recognize new commitments governments need to respect (for example: to 
protect children from sexual exploitation or to improve the protection of children 
HMMLJ[LK�I`�HYTLK�JVUÅPJ[���6W[PVUHS�7YV[VJVSZ��VUJL�YH[PÄLK�I`�H�NV]LYUTLU[��
carry the same strength as a convention and can be used in the same way.

For example: the Convention on the Rights of the Child has three Optional 
7YV[VJVSZ!�;OL�ÄYZ[�WYV[LJ[Z�[OL�YPNO[Z�VM�JOPSKYLU�^OV�HYL�PU�ZP[\H[PVUZ�VM�
HYTLK�JVUÅPJ["�[OL�ZLJVUK�WYV[LJ[Z�JOPSKYLU�^OV�HYL�]PJ[PTZ�VM�KPMMLYLU[�MVYTZ�
of sale and sexual exploitation; and the third has to do with a ‘communications 
WYVJLK\YL»�HUK�OV^�JOPSKYLU�VY�[OLPY�YLWYLZLU[H[P]LZ�JHU�ÄSL�H�JVTWSHPU[�^OLU�
their rights have been violated.

Want to learn more?

A lot of the information found in this section was borrowed from a series of 
IVVRSL[Z�JHSSLK�[OL�º>OH[�PZ¯»�SLHÅL[Z��;OLZL����SLHÅL[Z�OH]L�ILLU�KL]LSVWLK�
for children and young people and help to explain many different things about 
[OL�<5��@V\�JHU�ÄUK�SPURZ�[V�HSS�VM�[OL�SLHÅL[Z�H[�[OL�LUK�VM�[OPZ�W\ISPJH[PVU�
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The OPSC in Brief
Now, let’s take a brief look at the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, or 
the ‘OPSC’ for short.

The OPSC deals with three main forms of violence, including:

�࠮ The sale of children
�࠮ Child prostitution
�࠮ Child pornography

This booklet can help you understand these issues in more detail.

Sale of Children

;OPZ�PZ�^OLU�H�JOPSK�PZ�NP]LU�VY�ZVSK�MVY�TVUL`�VY�MVY�ZVTL�V[OLY�MVYT�VM�WYVÄ[�
(like goods, gifts or some form of assistance). When the OPSC discusses the 
sale of children, it includes the sale of children for many different purposes, 
including: for forced work, for dangerous work, for illegal work, to become 
a child soldier, for an arranged or temporary marriage, for sexual abuse, for 
sexual exploitation and for illegal adoption. The OPSC also covers the trading 
VM�JOPSKYLU»Z�VYNHUZ�MVY�TVUL`�VY�MVY�ZVTL�V[OLY�MVYT�VM�WYVÄ[��

:VTL[PTLZ�[OL�ZHSL�VM�H�JOPSK�JHU�PU]VS]L�º[YHMÄJRPUN»��;YHMÄJRPUN�PZ�^OLU�
someone has been moved from one place to another for the purpose of 
exploitation including through labour, forced marriage or sexual exploitation. 
For instance, some people take children far away from their homes and 
sell them to other people who will force them to beg in the streets or work 
illegally in other people’s homes or in agriculture (or farming). 
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Child Prostitution

Prostitution is when someone gives someone else money, gifts or favours in 
exchange for sex. Child prostitution happens when children are sexually abused 
in exchange for money, food, clothes, shelter or protection. These payments are 
sometimes made directly to the child, but other times to someone else who has 
control over the child.

Adults can trick, pressure, threaten or force children into prostitution. The exploitation 
of children in prostitution may happen in various places, including: on the street, 
in clubs, bars, brothels, hotels, private houses or schools.

Child Pornography

Child pornography includes images (pictures and video), sound recordings or 
written words of children being sexually abused. These images, recordings 
and words are used by adults for sexual purposes and most often include 
WOV[VNYHWOZ�VY�ÄSTZ�VM�JOPSKYLU»Z�WYP]H[L�WHY[Z��HK\S[Z�KVPUN�ZL_\HS�[OPUNZ�
to a child or children doing sexual things to each other. Child pornography 
is often shared, traded or sold among adults. 

These child abuse images may be found in many places, including: on the 
PU[LYUL[��VU�TVIPSL�JLSS�WOVULZ��VU�ÄSTZ��+=+Z��]PKLVZ�HUK�PU�WOV[VNYHWOZ��
magazines, books, cartoons and posters.
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Why is the OPSC important?

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) includes a number of 
articles (or sections) that address the protection of children from sexual 
exploitation. For instance: 

�࠮ Article 19 asks government to ensure that children are properly cared 
for and protected from all forms of violence, including sexual abuse.

�࠮ Article 32 protects children from work that is dangerous, or that might 
harm their health or their education.

�࠮ (Y[PJSL����WYV[LJ[Z�JOPSKYLU�MYVT�ºHSS�MVYTZ�VM�ZL_\HS�L_WSVP[H[PVU�HUK�
sexual abuse’.

�࠮ Article 35 asks governments to ensure children are not kidnapped, sold 
VY�[YHMÄJRLK�

�࠮ Article 39 asks governments to help child victims with every step of 
their recovery.

;OL�67:*�PZ�]LY`�OLSWM\S�ILJH\ZL�P[�KLÄULZ�HUK�KLHSZ�PU�TVYL�KL[HPS�^P[O�
three important problems: the sale of children, child prostitution and child 
pornography. This helps governments, parliaments, organizations and people 
working with children do what is needed to ensure child victims are kept safe, 
to ensure criminals are brought to justice and to improve laws and policies to 
protect children from sexual violence. 

Governments that ratify the OPSC agree that acts such as the sale of children, 
child prostitution and child pornography are very serious crimes. The OPSC 
asks governments to ‘criminalize’ these acts. This means that governments 
have to make sure they are punished by the criminal law of the country and 
that the criminals are brought to justice. When this happens, it is important 
that child victims receive help to make sure they feel safe and understand 
what is going on. The OPSC also describes how child victims should be protected 
and supported during the legal process and in court cases. 

Governments who sign on to the OPSC also agree that child victims have the 
right to seek ‘compensation for damages from those legally responsible’. This 
means that child victims should be able to start legal action against whoever 
is responsible for the crime committed against them and get compensation for 
what happened. Compensation can include money or other things (for example: 
medical care or social support) that can help a victim heal and recover from the 
harm suffered.

The OPSC was accepted/adopted by the United Nations General Assembly 
PU������HUK�LU[LYLK�PU[V�MVYJL�VU����1HU\HY`������

Want to learn more?

;OL�KLÄUP[PVUZ�MV\UK�PU�[OPZ�ZLJ[PVU�OH]L�ILLU�PUZWPYLK�I`�[OL�67:*�HUK�
also ECPAT International’s important publications and work to help children 
and young people understand these issues. Please visit their website for 
more information, including child friendly material: 

 http://www.ecpat.net
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The OPSC in Detail
Now, let’s look at the OPSC in more detail. 

The OPSC has 17 different articles. 

Articles 1 through 3 outline the main reasons for developing the 
67:*�HUK�KLÄUL�[OL�THPU�MVYTZ�VM�]PVSLUJL��

Article 1 – Prohibit

This article states that governments who sign on to the OPSC agree to make the 
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography illegal.

(Y[PJSL���¶�+LÄUP[PVUZ

;OPZ�HY[PJSL�KLÄULZ�[OL�[OYLL�THPU�MVYTZ�VM�]PVSLUJL�HKKYLZZLK�I`�[OL�WYV[VJVS��
These are:

�࠮ Sale of Children 
�࠮ Child Prostitution
�࠮ Child Pornography

B;OL�KLÄUP[PVUZ�OH]L�ILLU�WYV]PKLK�VU�WHNLZ���HUK� �VM�[OPZ�IVVRSL[D

Article 3 – Forms of violence

This article lists the acts that governments should make illegal through their 
criminal laws, these include:

�࠮ The sale of children, including for the purpose of:
�࠮ Sexually exploiting the child
�࠮ Selling the child’s organs
�࠮ Forcing them to work

�࠮ The illegal adoption of a child
�࠮ Using or providing children for child prostitution
�࠮ Making, selling, sharing or having child abuse images

The OPSC asks governments to make sure these acts are considered serious 
crimes and that anyone who commits these acts is punished, including people 
who try to commit them or help to commit them. Sometimes, a private 
company (for instance, a hotel, a club, a bar) is involved in these crimes. 
For this reason, the OPSC asks countries to make sure private companies 
can also be made responsible. 

The OPSC deals with certain forms of violence. There are other 
international agreements that address other forms of violence and 
abuse. Some of these are listed in the ‘Research and Advocacy’ 
section of this booklet.

9



(Y[PJSLZ���[OYV\NO���HZR�JV\U[YPLZ�[V�V]LYJVTL�ZVTL�KPMÄJ\S[PLZ�
linked to their justice and legal systems. 

Article 4 – Jurisdiction 
 
This article discusses ‘jurisdiction’. This means having the power to make legal 
decisions and judgments over someone or something. This article is important 
because it asks governments to be clear about who has the power to make legal 
decisions and judgments against anyone who violates the OPSC through the 
sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. 

This can be a challenging and complex issue. 

For instance, the victim may be living in one country and the offender may come 
from another country. Which country should bring the suspect to justice? Should 
it be the country of the victim or the country of the offender? What if the laws in 
each country are different? 

Or sometimes the violations may have taken place on a ship or on an airplane, 
where it is less clear which country is responsible.

(Y[PJSL���JHSSZ�\WVU�NV]LYUTLU[Z�[V�IL�JSLHY�HIV\[�OV^�[OLPY�V^U�SLNHS�Z`Z[LT�^PSS�
handle the various cases and to make sure their courts can deal with crimes that have 
happened inside the country or on board of ships and planes registered in the country. 

10



Article 5 – Extradition

Article 5 explains what countries should do if an ‘extradition’ is needed. Extradition 
is when an accused person (or a criminal) is transferred from one country to another 
country to be brought to justice for trial and/or punishment. Extraditions are 
sometimes needed if a person commits a crime (like sexually abusing a child) in 
one country and then runs away to another country to avoid punishment. 

Extraditions can be complicated because countries have different legal systems 
and ways to deal with crimes. And, not all countries have signed international 
agreements to solve the extradition problem. 

The OPSC tries to address some of these complications. For example, it allows 
countries that have not signed an agreement covering extradition to send some�
one back (extradite), if both countries have signed the OPSC. 

11



Article 6 – Legal assistance and cooperation

Each country has its own legal system, its own police and its own courts. 
Because many criminals commit crimes in different countries or run away to 
different countries, it is important for the authorities of different countries to 
collaborate. Article 6 asks governments to work together and support each 
other in their efforts to investigate crimes and to make sure the criminals can be 
found, brought to justice and punished.

12



(Y[PJSL���¶�;HRL�H^H`��VY�ºJVUÄZJH[L»��[OPUNZ�HUK�TVUL`

*YPTPUHSZ�ZVTL[PTLZ�OH]L�ÅH[Z�HWHY[TLU[Z��JHYZ��JVTW\[LYZ��^LHWVUZ�HUK�
other things that they use to commit their crimes. They may also have large 
amounts of money that they got from their criminal activities. 

Article 7 asks countries to make sure these goods and money can be taken 
H^H`��VY�ºJVUÄZJH[LK»���

Article 7 also asks governments to close down any place or location used to 
commit these crimes against children. 

13



Articles 8 through 11 address the issues of protection, 
prevention and cooperation.

Article 8 – The rights of child victims

This article is very important as it deals with the rights and best interests of 
children who have been victim to any of the crimes covered in the OPSC. 
(Y[PJSL���L_WSHPUZ�OV^�NV]LYUTLU[Z�ZOV\SK�WYV[LJ[�[OL�YPNO[Z�HUK�PU[LYLZ[Z�
of child victims throughout the legal/justice process. 
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Actions to be taken include the following:

�࠮ Making sure legal procedures are sensitive to the special needs of 
the child victim and that the procedures take into account how scary 
HUK�KPMÄJ\S[�P[�JHU�IL�MVY�JOPSKYLU�[V�IL�PU]VS]LK�PU�JV\Y[�JHZLZ��-VY�
instance, authorities should make rooms available that are nice and 
friendly for children to tell their story. An audio or video recording of the 
child victim’s story could be made so the child doesn’t have to repeat 
the story many times or tell it when the criminal is in the same room. 

�࠮ Making sure child victims know about their rights and that they are 
aware of everything that is happening with their own case.

�࠮ Making sure the child victim’s voice and concerns are heard and 
considered during the procedure.

�࠮ Giving the child victim support throughout the legal process.
�࠮ Making sure the privacy and identity of the child victim is protected (for 

instance, to ensure the child’s name and picture does not appear in 
newspapers or on TV).

�࠮ Protecting child victims, their family and other witnesses and keeping 
them safe from people who may try to scare them or hurt them for 
telling their story.

�࠮ Making sure the procedures do not take too long.
�࠮ Guaranteeing the safety of the people and organizations who help 

prevent the crimes, protect children and support the child victims on 
their way towards recovery and healing.

�࠮ Ensuring that training is offered to people who work with child victims 
�Z\JO�HZ�WVSPJL�VMÄJLYZ��SH^`LYZ��ZVJPHS�^VYRLYZ��Q\KNLZ�HUK�TVYL��
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Article 9 – Preventing and healing

Article 9 describes the actions that have to be taken to prevent harm and to 
help child victims recover and heal.

The OPSC asks governments to create laws, policies and programs to 
prevent the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. As 
some children may be more at risk than others, countries are requested to 
pay special attention to the most vulnerable children.

The OPSC asks governments to make sure both adults and children know 
about these crimes and the actions that should be taken to prevent them, 
keep children safe and seek help when needed. Governments should raise 
awareness in every way they can, including through information campaigns, 
education and training. Government should support the participation of 
communities – and children in particular – in these information, education 
and training initiatives. They should also ban any kind of material advertising 
or encouraging these crimes against children. 

16



Article 9 also recognizes the rights of the child victim. It states that child victims 
have the right to get help and assistance. This includes help for their physical 
and psychological, mental and emotional healing and recovery. It also includes 
OLSW�PU�ÄUKPUN�[OL�^H`�[V^HYKZ�H�ZHML�HUK�OHWW`�M\[\YL��

This article also states that child victims have the right to seek�ºJVTWLUZH[PVU�MVY�
KHTHNLZ�MYVT�[OVZL�SLNHSS`�YLZWVUZPISL». This means that child victims should 
be able to start legal procedures against whoever is responsible for the crime 
committed against them in order to get compensation (money, medical care or 
V[OLY�ILULÄ[Z��MVY�^OH[�OHWWLULK��

17



Government

Article 10 – Coordination and international cooperation

Article 10 recognises the importance of working together at the national and 
international levels. 

At the national level, there are many organizations and institutions that 
can help end violence against children, including: governmental services, 
parliaments, child advocates, civil society organizations and businesses. 
Coordination of all these efforts is important so they can produce the best 
possible results for children and prevent any risk of violence and abuse 
against them.

At the international level, countries should use all available opportunities to:
 
�࠮ Strengthen the prevention of violence against children.
�࠮ Make sure criminals are brought to justice and punished. 
�࠮ Ensure children are protected.
�࠮ Provide victims with the best possible chances to recover and live 

happy lives. 

Article 10 asks governments to consider the root causes of these offences 
�MVY�L_HTWSL!�WV]LY[ �̀�KPZJYPTPUH[PVU�HUK�HYTLK�JVUÅPJ[���*V\U[YPLZ�HYL�HZRLK�
to work together to build peaceful and fair societies. Those countries that can 
OLSW�V[OLY�JV\U[YPLZ�PU�ULLK�VM�ÄUHUJPHS�HUK�V[OLY�MVYTZ�VM�HZZPZ[HUJL�HYL�
invited to do so.
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The Committee on the Rights of the Child

;OL�*VTTP[[LL�VU�[OL�9PNO[Z�VM�[OL�*OPSK�PZ�H�NYV\W�VM����PU[LYUH[PVUHS�
children’s rights experts who monitor or look at how countries/
governments are respecting the commitments and promises they 
THKL�^OLU�[OL`�YH[PÄLK�[OL�*VU]LU[PVU�VU�[OL�9PNO[Z�VM�[OL�*OPSK�
and/or its Optional Protocols. 

Article 11 – The best law for the child should always apply

International agreements are the result of a negotiation made between 
JV\U[YPLZ��;OL`�JVU[HPU�[OL�WYVTPZLZ�[OH[�JV\U[YPLZ�HNYLL�[V�M\SÄS��)\[�ZVTL�
times the national law contains better solutions; in those cases, the OPSC tells 
countries that the actions that are best for children should always apply. 

Articles 12 through 17 deal with technical aspects that are 
important to this international agreement.

Article 12 – Reporting

Countries should not forget about their promises and should regularly look at 
the situation of children. For this reason, the OPSC asks each country to explain 
(or report on) the actions it has taken to respect its promises and commitments. 
Every few years, this information is collected in a report that has to be sent to 
the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 

Country reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child can be found at: 
  
 O[[W!��^^ �̂\UOJY�VYN�YLM^VYSK�W\ISPZOLY�*9*�:;(;,7(9;0,:9,7�����O[TS

 
Articles 13 through 17

This last portion of the OPSC deals with other technical aspects of this 
international agreement. These include advice for countries that sign and 
ratify the OPSC, and the possibility for a country to leave the agreement or 
to propose changes.

19



20



Multiple Choice Questions
Circle the correct answer for each of the following questions.

 The OPSC entered into force on:
H� 19 January 2001
I�����1HU\HY`�����
J�����+LJLTILY�����
K�����+LJLTILY�����

 The OPSC makes this issue illegal:
H� Child pornography
I� Sale of children
J� Child prostitution
K� All of the above

� � º,_[YHKP[PVU»�TLHUZ!
H� Having power to make legal decisions and 
judgments over someone or something 
I� Making sure legal procedures are sensitive to  

 the special needs of the child victim
J� When the government of one country sends   

 someone to another country for the purpose of  
 criminal trial and/or punishment

K� None of the above

 As of 2013, the Convention on the Rights of the    
 Child has:  

H� 1 optional protocol
I� 2 optional protocols
J� 3 optional protocols
K� The Convention on the Rights of the Child has  

 no optional protocol

1

2

3

4
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True Or False 
Questions

TRUE
TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

TRUE

FALSE
FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

FALSE

Governments should have no role in helping educate 
child victims, their families, and communities at large 
about the harmful effects of the offences covered in 
the OPSC.  

Child victims have the right to seek compensation ‘for 
damages from those legally responsible’.   

Every ‘sale of a child’ includes ‘trafficking’. 

Governments should cooperate with each other to 
bring people who commit the offences covered in the 
OPSC to justice.   

The Committee on the Rights of the Child is a group of 
75 international children’s rights experts.

  
Courts should have special rooms made just for children 
and they should use audio or video recordings of the 
child victim’s statement so that s/he can avoid direct 
contact with the person who abused them.

Even though two countries have not signed an extradition 
treaty between each other, they can still extradite 
someone if they have both signed onto the OPSC. 

Legal procedures involving a child victim should always 
take a long time to complete.

1 5

6

7

8

2

3
4

Circle either ‘true’ or ‘false’ for each statement below.
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Word Scramble
At the end of each sentence there is a hidden word that 
is all mixed up. 

Try to make a real word with the mixed up letters to 
complete each of the sentences.

Child _________________ is illegal. 
�;<765:;096;0�

Unfortunately, there is a lot of child 
pornography on the _________________. 
�,;90;5,5�

The child _________________ should 
be protected throughout any criminal 
procedures. 
�;0=40*�

Sometimes the sale of a child 
is for the purpose of sexual 
_________________. 
�0;36,(;7065?�

Raising _________________ will help 
to prevent the offences covered in the 
OPSC. 
�,(9>(:,5:��

The UN does not make laws and is 
not a world ______________.

�=,5,5.964;��

The answer: The UN does not make 
laws and is not a world GOVERNMENT.

1

5
2

3

4

EX
AM

PL
E
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Word Search
See if you can find the words inside the box.

Keep in mind, the words can be spelled backwards, 
sideways, up and down and diagonally.

�࠮ OPSC
�࠮ Internet
�࠮ Child
�࠮ Sale
�࠮ Protect
�࠮ Extradite
�࠮ Exploit
�࠮ Victim
�࠮ ;YHMÄJRLK�
�࠮ Rights

D P R O T E C T O S
E R R U P C D T X E
K F M E R S I H Q M
C V T M N N C O I C
I R I G H T S T N H
F S O G R V C Z I I
F A L Z H I V D K L
A L P F V T E J R D
R E X T R A D I T E
T T E N R E T N I N
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What Do You Think?
Do you believe that the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 
Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography is useful? Please explain why you 
feel this way.

0U�^OPJO�^H`Z�^PSS�[OL�67:*�OLSW�WLVWSL�[V�\UKLYZ[HUK�TVYL�HIV\[�JOPSKYLU»Z�YPNO[Z&

Do you think there are any problems with the OPSC? Please explain.

Please consider the questions below:
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Do you have more questions about the OPSC? 
Please write down your questions and talk them over with someone you trust and someone 
^OV�TPNO[�IL�HISL�[V�OLSW�`V\�ÄUK�[OL�HUZ^LYZ�`V\»YL�SVVRPUN�MVY�

Who do you know that might be interested in learning more about the OPSC and what can 
you do to help them? 
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Research &
Advocacy
Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence against Children
The Special Representative is a global independent advocate for the prevention 
and elimination of all forms of violence against children. 
O[[W!��ZYZN�]PVSLUJLHNHPUZ[JOPSKYLU�VYN�

OPSC
;OL�M\SS�HUK�VMÄJPHS�]LYZPVU�VM�[OL�6W[PVUHS�7YV[VJVS�[V�[OL�*VU]LU[PVU�VU�[OL�9PNO[Z�
of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, is 
available at: O[[W!��^^^��VOJOY�VYN�LUNSPZO�SH^�JYJ�ZHSL�O[T

67:*�9H[PÄJH[PVU
;V�ÄUK�V\[�PM�`V\Y�JV\U[Y`�OHZ�ºYH[PÄLK»��VY�HNYLLZ�^P[O��[OL�67:*��WSLHZL�]PZP[!�
O[[W!��[YLH[PLZ�\U�VYN�7HNLZ�=PL^+L[HPSZ�HZW_&ZYJ$;9,(;@
T[KZNFUV$0=����
J
JOHW[LY$�
SHUN$LU

Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on a 
Communications Procedure for Children and Young People
The document is available at: O[[W!��ZYZN�]PVSLUJLHNHPUZ[JOPSKYLU�VYN�
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For example:

�࠮ What is... the United Nations?
�࠮ What is... the UN General Assembly?
�࠮ What is... the Security Council?
�࠮ What is... the Human Rights Council?
�࠮ What is... a Convention and a Treaty?
�࠮ What is... Children’s Participation?
�࠮ What is... a Special Representative?
�࠮ What is... an Omnibus Resolution?
�࠮ What is... a Complaints Procedure for the CRC?
�࠮ What is... the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child?

Please visit the website: 
O[[W!��YLZV\YJLJLU[YL�ZH]L[OLJOPSKYLU�ZL�JVU[LU[�SPIYHY` 
[V�HJJLZZ�HSS�VM�[OL�º>OH[�PZ¯»�SLHÅL[Z��6UJL�`V\�HYL�H[�[OL�ZP[L��[`WL�PU�
º>OH[�PZ¯»�PU[V�[OL�ZLHYJO�ÄLSK�HUK�`V\�^PSS�YLJLP]L�H�M\SS�SPZ[PUN�VM�HSS�[OL�
SLHÅL[Z�

ECPAT International
For more information, visit their website: www.ecpat.net

Handbook on the OPSC
Another useful tool for better understanding the OPSC is:
UNICEF, Handbook on the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child 
Prostitution and Child Pornography, UNICEF: Innocenti Research Centre, 
-LIY\HY`���� ��0:)5!� ������� �� �����
O[[W!��^^ �̂\UPJLM�PYJ�VYN�W\ISPJH[PVUZ�WKM�VW[PVUHSFWYV[VJVSFLUN�WKM

º>OH[�PZ���»�SLHÅL[Z
;OLYL�PZ�H�ZLYPLZ�VM�IVVRZ�JHSSLK�[OL�º>OH[�PZ���»�SLHÅL[Z��;OLZL����SLHÅL[Z�OH]L�
been developed for children and young people and help to explain many different 
things about the United Nations. 
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Convention on the Rights of the Child
To learn more about the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and your rights, 
you can see the resource (mentioned earlier) What is… the UN Convention on the 
9PNO[Z�VM�[OL�*OPSK�VY�`V\�JHU�YLHK�[OL�*VU]LU[PVU�PU����KPMMLYLU[�SHUN\HNLZ�I`�
visiting: 
O[[W!��^^ �̂\UPJLM�VYN�THNPJ�IYPLÄUN�\UJVYJ�O[TS�
;OL�ZP[L�PUJS\KLZ�SPURZ�[V�[OL�VMÄJPHS�[L_[�HUK�HSZV�YLHKLY�MYPLUKS`�]LYZPVUZ�

Let us follow the Road Map to end violence against children 
This book tells about the Study conducted by the United Nations on the issue 
of violence facing children and young people and their recommendations to 
countries to prevent and stop all forms of violence against children. It also tells 
about the follow up work on the recommendations of the Study.
O[[W!��YLZV\YJLJLU[YL�ZH]L[OLJOPSKYLU�ZL�JVU[LU[�SPIYHY`�KVJ\TLU[Z�SL[�\Z�MVS�
SV^�YVHK�THW�LUK�]PVSLUJL�HNHPUZ[�JOPSKYLU

The following resources can be found at: 
O[[W!��YLZV\YJLJLU[YL�ZH]L[OLJOPSKYLU�ZL�JVU[LU[�SPIYHY`

One Step Beyond – Advocacy Handbook for Children and Young People
If you are thinking about doing some research or developing a detailed advocacy 
plan to end violence against children, we encourage you to read this book. It can 
help you organize your actions for creating change. 

Safe You Safe Me
(�YLZV\YJL�MVY�`V\UNLY�JOPSKYLU�������`LHYZ�VM�HNL��[V�SLHYU�HUK�\UKLYZ[HUK�
about the types of violence faced by children throughout the world and to give 
them some ideas on how they can protect themselves from violence.

Equal You and Equal Me
This book provides information on discrimination, why it happens and 
how it affects children.

Participation with You and Participation with Me
(�IVVR�HPTLK�H[�TV[P]H[PUN�L]LY`VUL�\UKLY�[OL�HNL�VM����[V�SLHYU�TVYL�
about child and youth participation in all aspects of life and society, and 
about what national and local governments are doing to make sure these 
YPNO[Z�HYL�ILPUN�YLZWLJ[LK�°

Our Right to be protected from Violence: Activities for Learning and 
Taking Action for Children and Young People
This book gives you more information about the United Nations 
:LJYL[HY`�.LULYHS»Z�:[\K`�VU�=PVSLUJL�HNHPUZ[�*OPSKYLU��0[�HSZV�
lists various activit ies that can be used to learn about issues of 
violence against children and it provides you with some activity 
ideas for taking action. 

<UP[LK�5H[PVUZ�:LJYL[HY`�.LULYHS»Z�:[\K`�VU�=PVSLUJL�HNHPUZ[�*OPSKYLU�
– Adapted for Children and Young People
A child friendly summary of the official UN Study report and 
recommendations, including a useful word bank that can help to 
explain some of the language you come across when reading or 
talking about the issue of violence against children. 

World Report on Violence against Children
;OPZ�PZ�H�TVYL�KL[HPSLK�YLWVY[������WHNLZ���L_WSHPUPUN�[OL�JH\ZLZ�VM�]PVSLUJL�
against children, the impacts and it provides more details about violence 
in the home and family, in the workplace, in schools, care and judicial 
systems and in the community.
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Answers to “Test Your Knowledge”
Multiple Choice Questions

1. The answer is (b)
2. The answer is (d)
3. The answer is (c)
���;OL�HUZ^LY�PZ��J�

True or False Statements:

1. False 
2. True
3. False
���;Y\L
5. False 
6. True
7. True
���-HSZL

Word Scramble:

1. Prostitution
2. Internet
3. Victim
���,_WSVP[H[PVU
5. Awareness

Word Search

D P R O T E C T O S
E R R U P C D T X E
K F M E R S I H Q M
C V T M N N C O I C
I R I G H T S T N H
F S O G R V C Z I I
F A L Z H I V D K L
A L P F V T E J R D
R E X T R A D I T E
T T E N R E T N I N
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NOTES:
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          SRSG ON VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDRE
N

http://srsg.violenceagainstchildren.org
http://facebook.com/martasantospaispage
http://twitter/srsgvac
http://youtube.com/srsgvac

The Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Violence  against 
Children is an independent global advocate in favour of the prevention and 
elimination of all forms of violence against children, mobilizing action and 
political support to achieve progress the world over. The mandate of the 
SRSG is anchored in the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other 
international human rights instruments and framed by the UN Study on 
Violence against Children.


